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All human socie�es care about ownership of at least some kinds of things (Brown, 1991; Hann, 
1998), yet young children struggle to understand property and come only gradually to an 
understanding of ownership and how it may be legi�mately transferred. Li�le is known about 
non-human primates understanding of property, in that they appear to have a sense of 
possession and will fight to protect the food that is in their physical control (Kummer & Cords, 
1991; Sigg & Fale�, 1985), but there is currently no evidence that they have any sense of 
ownership (i.e., they would respect others’ property even when they are absent) (Brosnan, 
2011). In this talk I present a series of cross-cultural studies on young children (3-8) inves�ga�ng 
their understanding of (i) under which condi�ons who owns what ( “condi�on of ownership” 
rules), and (ii) what implica�ons (rights, commitments en�tlements, etc.) come from owning 
objects ( “implica�on of ownership” rules). I will present data collected in the USA, Germany, 
Namibia, Kenya and Argen�na and some ongoing work we are conduc�ng in India. I will then 
present some novel studies on non-human primates inves�ga�ng their tendency to respect 
other individuals’ proper�es and to protest when their property is violated. By comparing the 
results on human children and non-human primates, I will show that ownership concerns are 
uniquely human and develop early in ontogeny.
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“African Studies in China:  
Past, Present and Future”

Dr. Liu Haifang
Director, Center for African Studies / Associate Professor,  School of International Studies, Peking University

Tuesday 4 February 2020, 16:30-18:00

China’s policy toward Africa has been influenced by Japan’s aid philosophy and its policy framework 
toward Africa, the TICAD (Tokyo International Conference on African Development) process. On 
the other hand, Japan’s policy toward Africa in the past decade has been fundamentally shaped by 
the growing presence of China in Africa and the FOCAC (Forum on China-Africa Cooperation) 
process. However, there has been no serious research so far about the mutual influence between 
China and Africa in the area of political and economic relationships with Africa. The triangular 
interactions between Africa, China, and Japan should also be examined in light of the latest trend 
in global political economy: the relative retreat of Euramerica from Africa and the historical 
reemergence of Afrasia. As part of the joint endeavour to promote horizontal academic collaboration 
between Africa and Asia, in this seminar, the leading Chinese Africanist, Professor Liu Haifang, will 
speak about the origin, the present situations, and the future prospect of African studies in China, 
which are not necessarily known widely outside China, especially given that China’s African policy 
has been very much supported by China’s African studies and China’s long experience to learn from 
Japan for much over a century.

*Co-hosted by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research(S) “African Potential” and overcoming the difficulties of modern world: 
comprehensive area studies that will provide a new perspective for the future of humanity 

Entrance Hall 1F

To 3rd Floor

3FRoom
#318

Conf. 
Room I
#330

Conf. 
Room II
#331

Mid. Conf. 
Room
#332

THE CENTER FOR AFRICAN AREA STUDIES
KYOTO UNIVERSITY
46 Yoshida-Shimoadachi, Sakyo, Kyoto, 606-8501
Inamori Foundation Memorial Hall, Kyoto University
TEL: +81-75-753-7800 / 7803
FAX: +81-75-753-7810 / 9191
http://www.africa.kyoto-u.ac.jp/eng/enindex.html

The 96th KUASS
Kyoto University African Studies Seminar 

Room #318 (CAAS Seminar Room),
3F, Inamori Center, Kyoto University


